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Ponteland library set to move 
 

 

Details have been announced for the relocation of Ponteland library to the town’s leisure centre 

with the move now planned to be completed by spring 2016. 

 

The integration of services will allow customers to benefit from a “one-stop shop” for their leisure 

and library needs.  

 

It will also enable the council to make important savings by co-locating services. Due to central 

government funding cuts the council needs to make £44m of savings over the next two years. 

 

Northumberland County Council and Active Northumberland - the organisation that manages 

leisure facilities for the council - have successfully adopted the co-location model of services in 

other parts of the county including joint library and customer facilities in Blyth, Cramlington, 

Corbridge, Prudhoe, Wooler, Amble, Haltwhistle and Seaton Delaval. 

 
The Ponteland library will comprise a single reception for both library and leisure services with 

books, public access computers and library advice available within the leisure centre.  

 

It is proposed to accommodate the Library Service within the existing crèche area as well as 

utilising additional space in the foyer and corridor areas. Plans are also being considered to 

include a crèche service within the overall design as well as much needed improvements to the 

toilet facilities.  The co-location will also allow Library Services to be accessible for extended hours 

supported by existing library staff and self-service terminals. 

 

The relocation will mean increased public access to library services with longer opening times and 

self-service options available for busy periods. 

 



Councillor Val Tyler, Cabinet member for Arts, Leisure and Culture at Northumberland County 

Council, said: “The new developments in Ponteland will enable us to protect a highly valued library 

service whilst integrating services in way that makes them more accessible to users, more efficient 

to manage and sustainable, and which delivers value for money.  

 

“Maintaining the council’s current property portfolio is not sustainable within available budgets and, 

through the estates transformation programme, buildings are being rationalised in the town 

centres across the county with the aim of bringing services closer together and making more 

efficient use of the available resources.   

 

“Unfortunately we have to make savings across all services because of central government 

cutbacks and this means changes to the way we deliver services including library services.”  

 

Work will begin to facilitate the move over the next five months and the new library service is 

planned to be in place by April 2016. 

 

In the county council’s core strategy document, Ponteland will continue to act as a key county hub. 

Consultation on the final draft of the strategy, which will dictate how Northumberland develops in 

the years to come, began last month.   

 

Linked to the strategy, proposals are being brought forward for new school buildings on alternative 

sites to be co-located with leisure services for Darras Hall First School, Ponteland Middle School 

and Ponteland High School in the Ponteland Partnership. 

 

The council will be working with the staff team and customers to tailor provision which will continue 

to provide a high quality library service whilst plans are developed for the proposed new school, 

leisure centre and library.    
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Active Northumberland: Active Northumberland is a charitable leisure and cultural trust that 

manages leisure facilities and services, libraries, supports culture, helps to develop tourism, and 

promotes healthy lifestyles.  

For more information, please visit www.activenorthumberland.org.uk 


